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Ths first District Gazsttegr ol Baleshwar (old spelling was Balasore) was written by

ils s.o., Malley and published in 110J Since th11, sionilicant political' social and

ryncmic changes have taken ptat- in the counrry. rn the context ol far-reaching

:#,r*nges. the general scheme and oonlents ol the ptesent ssries d district gazetteers

#m*a been adapted to rhe needs ol the altered conditions. Hence, the present series of

,ilmrnrt gazetteGrs ar€ not rnere tsvisions ol old gazetteers but a c*omprehensive account

oonr various aspects ol the district'

Historically. strategically and culturally Baleshwar is one of the moqt important

*brrbts of Orissa. ln lal, ilti tfre British occupation ol Baleshwar in 1803 il was the

mc{<,ph ol orissa. lnnumerable traces ol lorts and military strongholds availabls lrom

psr€udta period to rhe lgth century A.D.,testify the military significance of this border

os:'ict.

Its proximity lo the presidency ol Bengal, lacilily ol contmunication through'the

C,r,ssa coast canal since 1885, the establishment ol modern press' publication of

saleshwar sambad Bahika as early as 1868, the initiation ol modern sducalion' stc"

arced the growth ol consciousnsss in a more conspicuous mannor' The role of Fakir

hhan senapati, Radhanath Rai and their oompatriols tor development ol oriya literalure,

1Br relormalive movement ol Oriya literature. and lOr cultural rosurg€nce' and the

nstrtut'on ol National society in 1878 and subsequent establishment of Baleshwar Town

rail paved the way for a wider awakening in the general syndrome of lndian era ol

novement lor independence- Baleshwar also loined lrom.the beginning in lhe ofya

,,movement lor unilication of all the Oriya-speaking territories irnder one administrat'pn.

ihe impact of the philosophy ol violence lor independence movement had had its

-anilesrative resuhs in Baleshwar during the period ol the First World War and the rolo ol

.Iaiin (Bagha) became an episode ol all lndia lame'

By rhe time ol Gandhiii's civil oisobedience Movemenl, Ealeshwar was in the

brefront ol disobedience movement against the British Rai. The historic Sah Satyagraha

a lnchudi earned lor Orissa a nationallame-ffe most distinaive leature of Baleshwads

mle in the national movement was the ac{ive participation ol the oomrnon men and wornen

m great numbers irrespeclive of caste and cre€d, lt is this remarkable phenomenon whic{t

accounts for the episode of Eram where dtiring lhe crucial days ol the Quit lndia

nnovement the tragedy ol the nature ol Jallianawalhbagh was snacted, killin! the largest

number of men at-anisingle ptace in any sirple repressive m6asure in the whole of lndia.

Eram slands as a t"rtirohy to the spiril ol national slruggle which lhe common people ot

&re district had developed rirrough the linal phase ol the Gandhian'movomenl.

Whi6 Baleshwar entered the linal phase ol the lreedom struggle, a revolutionary

Lp.urge in the princely stato of Nilagiri lor elementary civil rights lor the dorvn'trodden

6*ople gavo a signal ior thb movement all over th6 Garhials and drew the attention ol

rutbnal leadership as a crucialfeaturo ol the liberaiion movement. h began the process

ol integratbn of the leudatory slales with lhe union Gorernmenl ol lndia in which orbda,

parlicularly Baleshwar, led the waylor otherg h lndia
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Bateshwar, the cradle ol orissan rennaissancs, is not only rich in legacies ol lhe

wrodern period but atso abounds in archaeologicalremains ol the ancient peliod.Though a

systematic exploration is yet a $esideraturn, the inscriptions, @ins and other antiquitbs

olcovered so lar throw considerable light on the political history, srtistic achievements

and cutturallife of the people through centuries'

The district until recently had the distinc{ion ol having been called the'Granary of

Orissa. wilh stretches of gr""n paddy fields, a network ol rivers, blus hills, extensive

meadows and an exciting beach. The sight ol green expanse of padd,y fields with patches

o{ hamlets thickly shaded with trees has its s€rene appeal to the eye of an visitor. A

popular health resort Chandipur on the billowing bay displays a unique aspect; the sea'

raler rscodes kilometres away iust to stage a come back after an interval. Presently' it

has ailracled the attention of the whote world for the sucrcessful experimentations ol test

rang6s, such as, Agni, Prithivi, Akash, etc. The administrative.headquarlors, Baleshwar.

b the principaltown with remains of antQuarian interest. lt was also'a great sba.town', as'

it b called in Bruton's accoUot, 'whsre lo much shipping belonged and many ships and

dher vessels buih'. Agcordirg to V. Ball, a lamous Geologist, Baleshwar was probably

the first place where ffiodern lndian method ol manulacluring iron was practised. Bhadrak

b the chief cornmerciaf town oI the district and lamous lor goddess Bhadrakali. The

temple ol Sainthia which contains a strip of the bedding ol Sri Chaitanya is a'relic ol greal

sanctity lor the Vaishnavilies. Al Paliabindha is a temple dedicated lo Lord

Biranchinarayan which indicates the efflorence ol Sun worship in this area. Chandbali and

Dhamara were tho important poris ol Orissa. Pipili was oncs the important port on the
Orissa coasl and conlained settlernents ol Portuguese and Dutch. Historically,.Jaleshwar
is one ol the most intoresting places in the dislrict with the remains ol a large fortress.
Poet Dinakrushna Das lived here about three hundred and a half century bac!. Near the
yillage Tukaroi in 1575 A.D., occurred lhe great battle ofilughatmari. Raibania is famous
for the ruins ol an imponant oH fort which prctects Orissa from seviral fore[n invasions.

": C,ohiratikiri in Dhamnagar police-station saw lhe tragb fall ol the last independent Hindu

., Hng, Mukundadeva, being murdersd ln trre battls field by his treachercus generals and
orissa finally passed into lhe hands of the Muslim rulerg ol Bengal in 1568 A.D.
Al-Kaupur, there is a hot spring called Debarkund whiclr is rryarded ai-ErreO. Kuldiha,is
a famous hunting g,'ound h[h ab6ve tho hills amidst the resb[eO,torest. Nilagiri is lamous
for the manufac'ture of stonenar€s and utensils. hernuna is famous for Krishna worship.
ctrandaneswar and Aradi are farnous Saivite centres of Orissa. Kupari, Ayodhya,
Solampur, Khadipada, Kasba, Jayarampur and Abhana are.the 'ptaces of lntersst where' dbtincl lraces oI Buddhism are still observable. Gharampa, plndal, Baleshwar town,' tshimpur and JalEshwar were the imporlant Jalna eenlres of the disrrH. So, the stream of
main lndian retigions, *uch as, Hinduism,.Buddhism, SJriri,-S"kiir; and Vaishnavism
lburished in this part ol Orissa since early days

I

The contribution of Baleshwar towards the growth and sustenanci ol oriya
tanguage and rirerqture is immense, rn rhe ,io.nJnii"aiii *irrrvl'*i.n sFrematiceflotls were worked out by some Bengalis to abolish itre orlya language altogethel, thopeopte ol Baleghwar under lhe leadererye or f"rii u"r,an senapatl and wlth the august
compass'on ol John Beames, the &en cottecior or g"l"rhwar, lought l0r preservlng the
Hentity of oriya language. Fakir ilfohan ano'n.onai*n n"r"lded a new.sge in eriya
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hefarure and their mghty d.toncs ,o oriya rarg,age against tr""'&tl#" " story by

'(ssll.

ln the tield ol music' 911t9' 
drama'"i1g"re' ihe disttia'has unique

contriburbns. uugrri Tamasa a eh"irJ ;a is a t d.d,rt" Jar., and satiricar pray

on the decadent "rrl"*i'"* 
hab'rts ol ltirzas'

lncompilingthisvolumoal|lairaurergterencesrrhichincludevarbyssurveyand
se$remeni r"*nl,' i;il Fr,Y"ive'Reporrl 

'nJr," 

lrilagiri ex'stlre' Feud atory

states or orissl'by 
-L,E.B q"rd;il";;, L:s.s.;''r'airLv'r Balasore District

Gazetteer "nO 
ottlo-oHaiit '6to" 

i*rs 6*n made use ol'

ThedrattsotBalestrwal-oitridGaz€ttge]wasapprovedbytheGazeileers
workingco"itt"I';;6"tt'*i"gmembe'st 

^*,irrnan
Member, Board ol Florenue' Orbsa Chairman

*ra*tner+um-secretart' 
Borenue 

Nlember

;il;;*, Government o[ orissa
Member

Chiel Editor, Gazetteers' Orissa

Dr. Khageswar Mohaqalra' Protessor in Oriya' 
Member

il;;6"rdi' West Bengal 
Member secrerary

State Edilor' Gazetteers' Orissa

Nterscrutinyandapprlar!YtheWorking}lmittee,thedrafichaptersweresent
to rhe Gazetted* lOuirory C..riti"" tottppt"f ii" C"'efleers Advisory Committee

Lrngit"" the lollowirg members :

Chiel Secretary' Government of Orissa ' 
::T:'lrlllErr vvv'---'. ' Mgmbgf

Member, Board of Bevenue' Orissa

Addiliona|ChielSecretary,GovelnmentolorissaMember

Addhional Devehpmeil Gommissioner'

Govetnment ol Orissa' Member

@mmissioner'cum'secretary' 
Revenu s Department'

Government ol Orissa' Member

Chiel Editor, Gazetteers' Orissa Member

Dr. Khageswar MohaPalra' llotessolol 
Oria'

Depadment "t 
i;'vi;;a Bharati' West Bengal Member r

.Di. Karuna Sagar Behera' Prolessor ol History'

il;;;;t ot-Hisrory, ukd university, vani vihar,

Btrubaneshwar' 
Member

Shri Biiay Krushna lbhanty' Direaor ol Mines'

Government ol Oriesa Member

Stat'. tditor, Gazetteers' Orissa Member Secretary

K
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rrs ol thg Working Committee and

lily rh anks $#J,o"" #H ii:[ ui,:f*xltlilru i'i''t' "pt' 
o i n d"t"it'

,n" eili*rv committle::t:i": 
"n 

*" physicar asp.cr or the di-tt."', and imponant

ro sive ths readers an ideaonthes|H:ffi[;;; and Map Publications'

pr 
"". 

J J n",:, l lf"h*ii* JiIJJ'fi: Tl", i " 
;' ;; cas" oJ pi"" n ames th e

-brissa' 
Guilacl<' nas.oe11.Y:::';;;ia. rtew Delhi' and the '"T"].::;

ffi;r"**"111,T""1ffi1;xlxJ3#r#j:*iH"?'flT':l:?[HHffi:
3;;;,';"11' 

'.?nrur.nt organisaticns. we are thanuul;;; organisations' 
giacritical

are suppliod by tlme.rl'I'IlLl* 
""tu.

marks are given ln tho glossary only' 
nents, Heads ol-"x*.;:;i{fu *r*

unsrudsing ,r:l.P^:*t f$[rr,-r! Hisror), u,r"r'u"n'il-;;n;' lor writins the chaptBr tl

Mchan patra. nn.i, pr'.n-, Pl:i"'^:::;l:li'LH;l;lll;;;ni"iiutionl,was writien bv ihe

(Hisroryi ot rhis ;;;"r*-;. The chapter xl (Hoven'i;;";i;r; 
as Joint State Editor was

bni*r Ediror" ti**"[' shti Am''lva Kumar satpathv' 
1]"Jffi;;"tt^"'were sent to the

H:rlT;l,:q#:tiit*:;ii3if '.iffi [fl:[if;:"f'":ffi [:i];*-iJi,o,, 
Gazetteers' t:ok tn1- 

l.:
corrections at the tinal stage ai printing 

ave workeci whots-

*."n'"1?,'l::lu;nnl,:iliFH:''"Iff 
::LTJ;l'ff ::Ti'llH;;lii',in*u',r'u

x.uma, s,npr,iy,=.roin; si"t" ,oni'?[l[.;"$ii,*; iumalla; Joint stata Eciitor

($ietC.!; ,rr, 3.rr'fro."a patn'ui*, Joint gtot*-?i'i'tol;'St't'i Piafulta Behera' Otiya'

-trarrslator: Compilers-sr1l u,*"ni-"ia.Mi*h,,,, s.lu,."'i Bijoylaxrni Praharai, Shrii.natt

unamoni senapa.,i shri ohittaJ;;;,^;i:^ll"#ffi;;i.;':l'' :l'ri 
subodh chandra

tutohaputra tni Sit'i Sut"rat Ku'rn': $hri '$arat CilaJ'" Mohapatra' Section o{ticer:

shri Babindr" x*ru., $wain un*i:rri,rarr +ayatr: ,-'.ror,i A1is11nts to oriya Transiator;

Shri Durga charan wloirapatra"'*rl-s*ri rra;r"iif,rroie parida, senior Assistants;

ShriSatyan"no' t'oul'EFlatra' Hs:ec Tvs:ist; S**iot T';i;"}ntt *:l?';[:tllJli :i
:tt, 

-ilI#: it ffi i: lx* ii!; :i::''l ff;l :'ir;' ;;;i". i' d e r ;

Shri l-axnridhar Palnaik, Drivsr. tnC uii iho Clas''; U nn]ptoyees of this oflice' 
.-- -L-'.^4

our thanks ar.q also clue io ilie cornmissionei'cu:ri-oirectoi' Directcr (Technical)'

Deputy Diraaors. Assistant oi,o".*,* ,i:i::i.-.*rt ot the orissa Government PresS,

, Cuttack,lcr axtendirrg iheir helo ard cc'op*"tion '" 
tiri puUtication ol this volume'

1
iv

Bhubaneshwa'r,
rhe 21st June, 1992'

ilHUSINHA CHARAN BEHURIA
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